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Technical Bulletin #15

Subject: Cleaning and Maintenance of Concrete Roof Tile
January, 2000

The following method is recommended to properly pressure clean and maintain your roof.

Use a 1200 psi pressure cleaner. Keep the tip of the nozzle approximately one to two feet from the
surface. Be careful not to damage the surface of the tile. Most pressure cleaning services have a

chlorine induction system to inhibit future growth of mildew or algae.

If you intend to coat the roof after the roof tiles are clean, prime the roof tile with a clear alkeyd
primer. Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations. For proper coverage, wait unfil cure fime is
achieved. Paint the surface with a good quality 100% acrylic paint. If you do not wish to change

the color of the tile surface, you may also coat the surface with a 100% clear acrylic sealer.
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Subject: Mildew and Algae Growth on Concrete Roof Tiles
January, 2000

Mildew and algae are plants, and like all plants they will grow wherever there are minerals,
moisture, warmth and light. For these reasons, our South Florida climate is very conducive to
mildew and algae growth. The mildew or algae does not grow directly on the tile. It grows on the
accumulation of dust and other organic materials that settle on the tile. When enough hear,
moisture and light are present, the mildew and algae spores start to grow. There are many
environmental va;inblcs such as the location of the house, the direction the house is facing to the

sun and the quantity of trees or canals and lakes in the area which contribute to mildew growth.

While research continues, currently there is no known manufacturing procedure or jobsite coating
that would have any longterm effect on this condition. Until the technology becomes available,
roof tile manufacturers have no conrrol over the process and mildew and algae will remain a
maintenance issue. Fortunately, mildew and algae can be removed or treated without

compromising the integrity of the roof tile.

Unfortunately, whenever the conditions are right, mildew growth and algae spores will return and
treatments must be repeated. I is recommended that all work be handled by a professional,

expetienced in this type of work due to the dangers associated with traversing a wet roof surface.
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